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Introduction 

Christ Church Kalispell was established in 1891 by the Rev. Thomas E. 

Dickey and since 1892, Episcopalians have been worshiping at this present 

site and serving the Kalispell community and local areas of the Flathead 

Valley in Christ's name. 

 

The present sanctuary/worship space was dedicated in 1957.  

  

Our bishop resides in Helena; we are a part of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Montana, in close fellowship with Episcopalians all over the state. Each year we convene in a Diocesan convention to 

strengthen our common ties, renew our commitment to Jesus Christ in the Episcopal Church, and prepare programs for 

the ministry. 

 

We are currently seeking to call a full-time Priest.  Our former Priest has retired after a ministry of 40 years and tenure of 9 

years as Vicar of Christ Church Episcopal. 

 

History 

Christ Church was organized by the Rev. Thomas Dickey in 1891.  The Rev. Mr. Dickey set about erecting a church on land 

donated by the Kalispell Townsite Company and this remains the present site of Christ Church.   Construction of the church 

was completed in 1892.  Its Easter window, the east window above the altar, illuminated the altar and a hand-pumped 

organ provided music.  In 1904, Christ Church attained parish status. 

 

In 1945, the Rev. William P. Griffiths became Rector.  After convincing parishioners to purchase a car for visitations, Rev. 

Griffiths evangelized around Flathead Lake and, to this day, families attend as a result of his work. 

 

After a number of years, the original church building was replaced and the present church building was dedicated in 1957.  

The chancel area was reworked later, bringing the altar out from the rear wall and turning it to face the congregation.  The 

most recent renovations involved installation of a new roof, a new handicapped entrance ramp and lift, and new 

restrooms which are handicapped accessible.   Among the treasures retained from the original building are the Easter 

window and the baptismal font.  The pipe organ is itself a treasure.  It was built in 1893 by Joseph Gratin of Illinois and 

came to Christ Church in 1982 after its use in 

Albuquerque, NM. 

 

Ministry to the 

Kalispell community is 

a Christ Church 

hallmark.  Among 

those well-

remembered for this 

service is the Rev. 

Paul Taylor, rector of 

Christ Church from 

1973-1988, whose 

compassion and 

availability to all the 
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people of the Flathead Valley earned him the title of “Chaplain of the Flathead.” 

 

 

The people of Christ Church 

 

Christ Church is a caring, prayerful, Christ-centered congregation. We are a people of diverse backgrounds and opinions 

yet we enjoy worshiping together and sharing one another's burdens. We thrive as a community whose traditions include 

attitudes that are Protestant and Catholic, ancient and reformed, liberal and conservative. Our spirituality unites us. 

 

Our strengths:   

¶ A small close knit community but welcoming to others 

¶ We have diverse population of mostly middle age parishioners and older with a growing number of younger 
members with families. 

¶ Strong Lay leadership 

¶ A beautiful historic building with updated facilities. 

¶ Pipe organ and Clavinova 

¶ Excellent children’s program 

¶ Two services each Sunday 

¶ Traditional worship yet open to variety 

¶ Adequate financial position 

¶ A desire to move forward with planning for our future 

¶ Positive relationship with the diocese 

¶ ADA accessible 
 

Challenges: 

¶ Diverse membership with specific wants and needs 

¶ Growth – invite young families and youth to join/become members. 

¶ Middle to older congregation with a few younger families 

¶ To increase our outreach to the community 
 

Christ Church’s strengths greatly outweigh its challenges.  As our culture has changed, the problems of attracting and 

retaining young families and youth have increased.  Though the congregation is maturing and youth presence is low, the 

congregants, who include active retirees, are welcoming to newcomers, cooperative, support church activities, and care 

for each other.  Lay people provide strong, active leadership in all areas of church operation, leaving the clergy free to 

concentrate on teaching, preaching and providing pastoral care.  The facility is in very good condition, and the church’s 

financial position is adequate; the pledges and other annual income pay the bills.   

Our relationships with the diocese and with the national church remain sound.  The church is strong and well-positioned to 

move forward with growth, and implement plans for our future. 

 

Where Do We Want to Go?:   

¶ Our parish is a place where people of all walks of life find reassurance and fellowship on their spiritual journey.  

Our greatest value is to maintain Christ Church as a healthy, well-functioning parish.  We want to introduce and 
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invite others to experience what we experience in the Episcopal liturgy.  We want Christ Church to become a more 

visible presence within the community through our outreach missions. 

¶ Our church possesses a wonderful pipe organ that may be used as a cornerstone to expand our music program to 

people both outside the church and within the parish.  Another possibility may be to include periodic services with 

contemporary music or alternative formats to allow more youth and non-Episcopalians to feel welcome. 

¶ We want to continue to strengthen our outreach programs by partnering with existing support agencies increasing 

our impact within our community, region, and our diocese. 

¶ The current world-wide economic crises present an increased need for Christ Church to meet the day-to-day 

spiritual and social needs of our congregation and the broader community. 

¶ We are a strong task-oriented congregation.  We need help strengthening our ability to look forward, planning for 

the future directions of our parish and implementing our plans. 

 

Who Do We Need to Lead Us?  With the retirement of our current priest-in-charge we need someone who will partner 

with us, maintain what is good and working, add guidance where we may fall short, build consensus, and empower and 

help us to look to the future welfare and growth of our parish.  We want a rector who can work with us – one who relishes 

a collegial style of leadership. 

We want a rector who will be a “salesperson” for our church, and also will enable us to tell our story in a welcoming, joyful 

and exciting way. 

 

We have an interest in a rector with a diverse background and life experience before ministry, one whose education 

includes secular training as well as Episcopal seminary training.  Some parish experience, especially with a small parish, is 

desirable. 

We seek a rector whose sermons are biblically based and thought-provoking.  We enjoy sermons that teach and contain a 

well-explained historical perspective, but are not political.  In addition to strong preaching and teaching skills, we seek a 

rector who can help us promote and advertise Christ Church as a spiritual experience that relates to all ages. 

Our rector needs to take an active part in community programs and/or or local service organizations. 

In Summary:  Christ Church seeks a leader who will strengthen our spirituality with enthusiasm and energy, by the 

example of their own life, and through loving pastoral care.  One who understands us as we are in our workplaces and 

families, relates to all ages, and has a good sense of humor.  One who will be generous with their time yet will take good 

care of themselves and their family. 

Worship 

Christ Church has experienced a rich and diverse variety of worship services, music, styles, and expressions.  Our services 

are conducted by as few as one lay reader or priest, but may contain multiple clergy, lay-readers, and acolytes.  Also 

assisting in worship are other teams and individuals including the altar guild, music and choir ministries, ushers, lectors, 

and more.  We enjoy quiet reflective worship and music-filled, joyful praise with traditional hymns or contemporary 

favorites.  The ministry of the word can include drama or dance or visual arts, but then we move into the Holy Eucharist to 

complete our Sunday service.  Sunday services are at 8 AM (no music) and 10 AM (music and Godly play), with a single 
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service on any 5th Sunday of the month- at 9 AM- to bring both groups together with a potluck and mini-parish meeting 

following.  We also enjoy a variety of special services from Christmas and Easter extravaganzas, to a Pet Blessing held 

around the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Christ Church offers these regular services: 
 

¶ Sunday 8 AM -  Holy Eucharist – a service without music. 

¶ Sunday 10 AM -  Holy Eucharist -  a service with music and choir 

¶ Wednesday 10 AM -  Holy Eucharist – a service without music 
 

¶ On the occasion of a 5th Sunday in a month, one service is offered: 
9 AM  -  Holy Eucharist 

 
Coffee Fellowship follows each service;  a Fellowship /Pot Luck Brunch follows the 9 AM service on 5th Sundays. 
 
Sunday School (“Godly Play”) and Nursery Care are provided at the 10 AM services. 
 

 

 

Music 
Our small but dedicated choir sings a wide range of music, from traditional and classical to contemporary praise music.  
Typical services use the 1982 hymnal, although contemporary services are scheduled on a regular basis with praise music 
and guitars.   Close ties to the Glacier Chorale allow the choir to bring in additional "guest" singers for special occasions and 
holidays. 

 

The Vestry 
Nine elected parishioners each serve a 3-year term on the Vestry and each year we elect 3 new members for three-year 
terms.  In addition, there is a provisional Youth member of the Vestry who serves a one-year term.  The Youth member of 
the Vestry is nominated to this role by the Youth Group members. 
 
The Vestry manages the business of the church, including financial planning and allocation of funds, outreach, facilities 
maintenance, fellowship, pastoral care, youth programs, seasonal religious studies and the welcoming of newcomers to 
our church family. 
 

 

Staff 
We currently employ a full-time Priest, a part-time Youth Minister, a part-time Sexton and a Nursery Care Attendant. The 
position of Organist/Choir Director/Music Director is filled by a volunteer and volunteers also assist with certain office 
duties, i.e. monthly newsletter, church bulletins, etc.   
 

 

Christian Education 

 
¶ Youth group – High School and Junior High School youth 

¶ Wednesday Evening Discussion Group – Discussion/study group for adults 

¶ Godly Play – a Montessori-based program for children – pre-school through elementary ages 

¶ Nursery Care – Staffed 

¶ Camp Marshall  
o Site of annual Christ Church Parish family retreat 
o Summer camps for children and families 
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Small Group Ministry and 

Outreach 
¶ Neighbors in Need -  Ecumenical, church-based volunteer 

organization that addresses community needs 

¶ Order of St. Luke -  Ecumenical healing ministry 

¶ Touch of Grace Clinic -  A free weekly medical clinic for the 
uninsured provided by the combined efforts of the many 
volunteers of Flathead Valley. 

¶ Men’s Breakfast Group 

¶ Mission Partner for Brazil (Barbara Baumgarten) 

¶ Sponsors for children in an orphanage in Uganda 

¶ Participant in the Flathead Valley Multi-Faith Committee -  an 
organization of 10 congregations that join together periodically 

during the year for various events 
 

 

Income and Expenditures 

 
 Christ Church has had financial challenges in the past which required some support from the Diocese of 

Montana to pay for our last full-time priest.  However, the current situation looks much better than pledges indicate.  

In the last 5 years we have fully paid for over $250,000 worth of renovations including a new roof with insulation, a 2 

person lift, and handicapped-accessible bathrooms.  We also have approximately a year and a half of operating 

expenses in savings.  We are currently meeting all our Diocese commitments while adding to our savings in this 

interim time with only a supply priest to compensate.  We expect the budget to tighten when we call a full-time 

priest, but we feel we have ample reserves for the next several years until our giving can support a full-time priest 

and fund all our ministries.  Additionally, Christ Church has support from an independent foundation which 

contributes 5-10% of our budget. 

The Diocese of Montana 
 

IX (9th) Bishop of Montana:  The Rt. Rev. Dr. C. Franklin Brookhart, Jr.  
 
The Province VI Diocese of Montana has about 5,400 active, baptized members in 40 congregations in 25 counties. 
The Diocese was established in 1904.  The congregations are led by 25 priests and nine deacons.   
Camp Marshall is the Diocese camp and conference center located at the southwest corner of Flathead Lake 
approximately 40 miles south of Kalispell 
 
For full information regarding the Episcopal Diocese of Montana, please visit the website at 
www.mtepiscopal.homestead.com 
 
 
 

Kalispell and its surrounding areas 

 
[The following information is provided by the Kalispell Chamber of Commerce.  For more complete community 
information please visit: 
www.kalispellchamber.com/community ] 

 

http://mtepiscopal.homestead.com/Camp_Marshall/CAMPMARSHALLPAGE.html
http://www.kalispellchamber.com/community
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Kalispell is in the heart of the magnificent Rocky Mountains, poised in the northwest corner of Montana and about an 
hour south of the Canadian border. As Montana's seventh largest city and the seat of Flathead County, it's a 
progressive, thriving community; the very essence of Big Sky Country - with the best backyard in the country. 

A half-hour to the east lies the rugged grandeur of Glacier National Park. Fifteen minutes to the south is Flathead 
Lake - a glacial jewel - the largest natural freshwater lake west of the Mississippi, and one of the purest anywhere. 

Encompassing the valley is the Flathead National Forest - 2.3 million acres of federally protected public land, home to 
abundant wildlife, including grizzly and black bears, moose, deer, elk, mountain goats, bighorn sheep and wolves.  

At more than 5,000 square miles Flathead County's 87,000 residents have plenty of elbow room. About as many 
people live within the three incorporated towns as outside of them. With a population of 22,000 Kalispell is the 
largest. It is within a 15-minute drive of the other two, Whitefish and Columbia Falls; and less than 30 minutes 
from Bigfork and Lakeside, two smaller but vibrant communities nestled on the east and west shores of Flathead 
Lake.  

Northwest Montana's economy is diverse, small-business oriented and growing. And Flathead County has the leading 
edge as the state's second-fastest growing county. In 2004 it was named the most diverse, balanced economy in the 
Rocky Mountain West in the Colorado College State of the Rockies Report.  

Investment in infrastructure will be a key component to the Flathead's success. Kalispell is at the junction of U.S. 93 
(north-south) and U.S. 2 (east-west). The Reserve Connector, the first four-lane leg of the U.S. 93 bypass around 
Kalispell is scheduled to begin construction on Kalispell's north side this summer, linking the new Glacier High School 
campus with U.S. 93. 

The estimated cost of the entire eight-mile project is $76 million. The southern half is the next phase of the bypass to 
be constructed around western Kalispell. Progress and planning on the transportation front coupled with an 
advanced telecommunications system make the Flathead a place where companies can base their businesses while 
taking advantage of all the recreational opportunities the area has to offer. 

Critical to northern Montana's economy, train traffic has increased over the last seven years, and Amtrak's ridership 
has increased by nearly 40 percent over the last five. BNSF Railway Co. operates a busy rail yard in Whitefish and has 
invested $54.4 million in capital improvements for Montana along its northern route - the mighty Chicago-to-Seattle 
Empire Builder makes twice-daily stops in Whitefish on its trans-American route. 

Delta, Northwest, Alaska, Skywest, Horizon Airlines, Allegiant Air and United Airlines all provide access to major 
markets from Glacier Park International Airport - which also features outstanding facilities for corporate aircraft. 

Kalispell's infinite vistas with 360 degree views of Glacier National Park, and the Whitefish, Swan and Mission ranges 
of the Rockies, its thriving economy, and exhilarating, growing community of friendly residents who take great pride 
in their home, are a few of the many reasons why the quality of life here is exceptional - and why the Flathead's 
unparalleled beauty is treasured by all who live here. 

Climate 

For its elevation (2,959 feet) and latitude (near the 49th parallel), Kalispell enjoys a relatively mild climate: glorious 
summers with warm days and cool nights and little humidity; golden autumn days turning crisp by late October; 
winters made for skiing, snowboarding, snowcatting and ice fishing; and springs with daffodils dusting the valley 
while fresh snow dusts the surrounding peaks - an extraordinary season when you can ski and golf - in the same day! 

http://flathead.mt.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/glac/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/flathead/
http://flathead.mt.gov/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/
http://www.amtrak.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=Amtrak/HomePage
http://www.iflyglacier.com/
http://www.nps.gov/glac/
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High mountains to the east and west protect us from harsh extremes. 
The valley's many lakes and rivers also tend to moderate temperatures 
winter and summer. The weather ranges from moderately dry summers 
with typical daytime Fahrenheit temperatures in the 80s, Indian Summer 
days in the early fall, and moderately wet winters and spring. Daytime 
winter temperatures are in the 20s and 30s, with plenty of snow for 
winter recreating. 

While the Flathead Valley floor averages about 3,000 feet, the highest 
mountain peaks rise to more than 10,000 feet above sea level. As the 
elevation increases, so does precipitation: from 16 inches on the valley 
floor to 100 inches on the peaks. 

While ferocious storms can buffet the mountaintops, winds are usually 
gentle in the valley - although robust afternoon breezes are not 

uncommon, and occasional sudden gusty winds can blow on Flathead Lake. Microclimates across the valley permit 
crops here that are not commonly grown elsewhere along the Rocky Mountains. The growing season ranges from 
104 to 129 days, depending on location. 

Flathead Weather 
Average Precipitation - 15.3 inches (1948-2006) 
Annual snowfall - 53.5 inches 
Growing season - 97 days 
Sunny weather - 70 days w 3/10ths 
Partly cloudy weather - 81 days 
Cloudy weather - 214 with 4/5ths days and more of the sky covered 
Fog - 33 days with visibility of 1/4 mile or less 

Average Temperatures 
Minimum/Maximum 
January 14/29 
April 32/55 
July 50/82 
October 33/56 
Sources: www.wrh.noaa.gov/mso/climfacts.php; www.wrcc.dri.edu/climsum.html; U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Arts and Culture 

Kalispell is taking cultural opportunities to new heights for the Flathead Valley. You'll find a multitude of music, 
museums, studios, galleries and art festivals everywhere you go. 

Glacier Symphony and Chorale - Time-honored talent and tradition  

Under the direction of Maestro John Zoltek the prestigious Glacier Symphony and Chorale brings a diverse concert 
series to the Flathead each season, showcasing world-class and emerging guests artists. GSC has grown rapidly in the 
last 25 years, and its reputation for excellence extends well beyond the borders of the Flathead Valley. The 75-voice 
Glacier Chorale, directed by James Stanard, complements the symphony with a rich repertoire of concerts, operettas 
and worldwide music selections. Every summer the Glacier Symphony heads outdoors for its annual Summer Pops 
concert. Concert-goers pack their picnic baskets and head to beautiful Rebecca Farm for an evening of symphonic 
music dipped in a star-studded Montana sunset. GSC is now in its 25th anniversary season. For more information 
about The Glacier Symphony and Chorale call 406-257-3241, ext. 2; or visit www.glaciersymphonychorale.org. 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mso/climfacts.php
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/climsum.html
http://www.glaciersymphonychorale.org/
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Hockaday Museum of Art - Northwest Montana's premier art gallery  

 Originally built as Kalispell's first public library with funding by Andrew Carnegie, this handsome turn-of-the century 
building has been home to the Hockaday Museum of Art since 1969. Its namesake, Hugh Hockaday (1892-1968) a  
successful commercial artist, came to the Flathead Valley with his parents in 1910 where they founded a cherry 
orchard on Hockaday Bay on Flathead Lake. After its conversion to an art gallery, the building was renamed the 
Hockaday Museum of Art to reflect its new primary focus on the art and culture of Montana and the artists of Glacier 
National Park. Besides its permanent collection by Montana artists, the Hockaday rotates exhibits of works by 
nationally renowned and emerging artists. Permanent exhibits include "Crown of the Continent: Glacier National 
Park," spotlighting significant works by photographers and painters, along with collectibles and vintage maps 
featuring the rich art and history of the park. Throughout the year the museum offers classes and workshops for 
children and adults, along with outreach and artists-in-residence programs. Children can also enjoy hands-on 
activities in the Discovery Gallery. The Off the Wall Gallery offers a great selection of unique gifts, from pottery to 
jewelry, Montana art and history books, cards, T-shirts and artwork by the artists of the Flathead Valley. The 
Hockaday also hosts Northwest Montana's largest and longest-running art fair, Arts in the Park, every year on the 
fourth weekend in July in Depot Park. The three-day juried art show attracts more than 100 artists from 12 states and 
Canada, along with wonderful food fare and great live entertainment. The Hockaday Museum of Art is centrally 
located at 302 Second Ave. E., across from the Flathead County Library in Kalispell. For more information, call 406-
755-5268. Live music and theater is intrinsic to the Flathead Valley. Season after season, Kalispell welcomes top 
quality entertainment to its nightclubs, ballrooms and auditoriums. Visit www.hockadayartmuseum.org 

Conrad Mansion - Elegance of a by-gone era 

In 1891, businessman Charles E. Conrad built a bank and founded a town at the site of the new Great Northern 
Railway division point - Kalispell. As part of his lasting legacy Conrad also built a beautiful home on the drive in 
Kalispell which bears his name. On the National Register of Historic Places, the Conrad Mansion stands as one of the 
most outstanding examples of luxurious living and period architecture in the Pacific Northwest. The 26 room, 13,000-
square foot Norman-style mansion was completed in 1895. The mansion's eight sandstone fireplaces, leaded, bottle, 
and Tiffany-style stained glass windows, and bedrooms, with imported marble lavatories, sleigh beds and canopied 
four-posters, appear today as they did when the Conrad family resided there. The house also features a dumbwaiter, 
built-in fire hoses, electronic call box communication system and Italian onyx drinking fountains. The Great Hall, with 
its massive native stone fireplace and golden oak staircase, frames a sweeping view of the hall from above. Here the 
Conrads' legendary two-story Christmas tree towered, ablaze with hundreds of beeswax candles. The beautiful scene 
is re-created each October during "Christmas at the Mansion," a three-day social event and Victorian holiday bazaar. 
The mansion is located on Fourth Street East, six blocks off Main Street, in Kalispell, and is open from May 15 to Oct. 
15. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday with tours leaving every hour through 4 p.m. For more 
information, call 406-755-2166 or visit www.conradmansion.com. 

Museum at Central School - Intriguing collection of Northwest Montana history 

Built in 1894 as Kalispell's first school, Central School served the Flathead's educational needs for nearly a century. 
Today, the landmark four-story brick and stone structure's hardwood floors, wainscoting and tin-plate ceilings are 
fully restored and home to the Museum at Central School. Here, you'll discover the story of early Kalispell, from its 
founding in the late 1800s to turn-of the-century Demersville, and find one of the Northwest's most extensive 
collections of authentic Indian artifacts, original paintings and photography, as well as a full-size tepee and lodge. The 
history of the logging industry is portrayed in the authentic 1900s-era sawmill and tools and vintage photos. Another 
permanent exhibit focuses on the history of the U.S. Forest Service. A new History of the Flathead exhibit is slated for 
early summer. For a snapshot of the Flathead Valley's history there's nothing like the museum. While visiting, try the 
Grand Central Coffee House's freshly made soups, sandwiches, salads and baked goods. The Museum at Central is 
located at 124 Second Ave. E. in Kalispell. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday from June through 

http://www.hockadayartmuseum.org/
http://www.conradmansion.com/
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September; and Tuesday through Friday from October to May. For more 
information, call 406-756-8381; or visit www.yourmuseum.org 

 Glacier Jazz Stampede 

For 15 years, the Glacier Jazz Stampede has rolled into town every 
October, wowing jazz enthusiasts with great performers from national 
festival circuits. All summer long a variety of musicians play the outdoor 
stage on Tuesday evenings and Wednesday afternoons at Kalispell's 
Depot Park for the popular Picnic in the Park where locals relax and 
enjoy free live entertainment by the Northwest's most talented 
musicians. Summer concerts series are also staged at Bigfork's 
Riverbend Park and Columbia Falls' Marantette Park.  

Kalispell Region  

In nearby Whitefish, the 300-seat O'Shaughnessy Cultural Arts Center is center stage for national and international 
performers, from the classical to the avant garde. The Whitefish Theatre Company stages superb drama, musicals 
and Black Curtain theater productions. The Alpine Theatre Project, now in its fourth season, is Montana's exclusive 
professional Equity summer theater and draws top Broadway and Hollywood talent to the valley. Kalispell Classical 
Dance brings a popular family favorite and holiday tradition "The Nutcracker Ballet" to The Whitefish Central School 
Auditorium in December with local dance student's alongside professional guest artists in a magical event not to be 
missed. 

Recreation  

Wide open spaces, crystal lakes, rambling rivers and mountain trails beckon Kalispell's residents - and as many as 
three million visitors to the area yearly - so lace up your hiking boots, dip your paddle, strap on your skis, saddle your 
horse and come play in our backyard. Kalispell is surrounded by some of the most unspoiled, magnificent natural 
beauty found anywhere in the United States - 30 minutes to the north lies Glacier National Park, and just to the south 
and east are the Bob Marshall, Great Bear and Mission Mountains wilderness areas. Combined with 2.3 million acres 
of Flathead National Forest, the Flathead Valley possesses abundant recreational opportunities and a wealth of 
natural resources. The area's state parks also provide ample access to area streams and lakes and more than 130,000 
acres of state land. Lone Pine State Park, just south of Kalispell, is a popular getaway for hikers and mountain bikers 
with a trail that starts right at the edge of town. A short walk from the visitor center leads to a perfect picture bird's-
eye view that stretches from Glacier Park to the north to Flathead Lake and the Swan Mountains to the south.  

On warm summer days families cool off at nearby Foy's Lake which has a boat ramp and public dock for sunbathing 
and picnicking. Flathead County maintains more than 40 easily accessible parks. The sounds of cheering spectators 
can be heard at softball, baseball and soccer fields all season long. Nearby, Iven Herron Memorial Park offers 
equestrian jumps, horse stalls and dressage arenas, and access to a network of hiking and ungroomed cross-country 
ski trails. Birdwatchers have favorite local hotspots such as Leisure Island next to the Flathead River for spotting 
ospreys and eagles, meadowlarks and cedar waxwings, and pheasants and other upland gamebirds. Thirty city parks 
complement the City of Kalispell. The newest, Kidsport Complex, provides 140 acres of fields for youth soccer and 
baseball. The city's largest and oldest, 38-acre Woodland Park, was once a private game preserve for Kalispell 
founder Charles Conrad. Today it features a rose garden, formal garden, a large lagoon which is home to a variety of 
ducks and geese in the warmer months and a skating rink in the winter, two miles of walking trails and a playground. 
Additionally, a water park and skateboard park opened in 2004. Lawrence Park, bordering the Stillwater River and 
Kalispell's municipal golf course, invites walkers, birdwatchers and picnickers, families and Frisbee golf aficionados. 
Tennis courts are scattered around town, and the city's extensive complex of courts near the community college 
hosts tournament play. Enthusiasts have organized groups for gliding, skydiving, ballooning, skijoring and mountain 

http://www.yourmuseum.org/
http://glacierjazzstampede.com/


Christ Church Episcopal, Kalispell, MT  Page 11 

biking. There's high-speed auto racing 
beneath the checkered flag at Raceway Park, 
and rodeos, concerts and trade shows at 
Majestic Valley Arena. When snowflakes fly, 
our spirits rise - Northwest Montana 
becomes a powder-hound's paradise offering 
a whole new range of outdoor activities.  

From Kalispell, two downhill ski areas are less 
than an hour away. Whitefish Mountain 
Resort, 23 miles north, is a world class resort 
offering five-star lodging and fine dining, the 
Glacier Chaser high speed quad lift, and 
unsurpassed views of Glacier Park and the 
Flathead Valley. Its 93 marked trails covering 

2,353 vertical feet cater to skiers and snowboarders of all ability levels. South of Kalispell is Blacktail Mountain, 
Montana's newest ski area. It's affordable and family friendly with a cozy lodge for fireside lunch breaks and a full bar 
and grill on the upper level. Its north-facing slopes, high above Flathead Lake, offer consistent snow through mid-
April. Cross-country ski trails abound. Track and skate-skiers can choose from miles of groomed trails including the 
Buffalo Hill and Whitefish Lake Golf Courses, Round Meadows, and the Bigfork Nordic Center for a quick ski in the 
middle of their day. There are also miles more of ungroomed ski trails available at favorite spots around the valley. 
And where there are no trails, adventurous skiers and snowshoers blaze their own across thousands of acres of 
public land. Northwest Montana boasts more than 200 miles of groomed snowmobile trails. Another 2,000 miles of 
Forest Service roads lead into back country for spectacular ridge top views. 

 

Education :  Opening new doors to the future 

Kalispell's commitment to education is literally written in stone. A new high school, a remodeled existing high school, 
and a renovated and expanded middle school are overwhelming evidence of our pursuit of excellence in educational 
opportunities for our youth. 

High Schools  

In 2007 Glacier High School opened its doors for the first time, making history as Kalispell's new second high school. 
Counting the ninth graders which were housed in the junior high, Kalispell's high school enrollment has been at 
approximately 2,500 for more than five years, the biggest enrollment in the state. 

With the addition of Glacier High School, enrollment is now divided between both schools, benefiting everyone with 
smaller classroom sizes and greater opportunities in sports and activities. 

The national movement toward the use of "career clusters" in K-12 education was introduced in both high schools in 
2007, encouraging students to concentrate on areas of study focused toward a career path and post-high school 
plans. The career cluster model is designed to help students develop a five-year plan while exploring their areas of 
interest and skills. 

Both Flathead and Glacier High School will give freshmen a jumpstart with Freshman Academy - an innovative 
student and teacher team approach to help them transition into their high school careers by focusing on core 
academics, good study habits and character building. 

http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/ghs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/fhs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/kjhs/kjhs2.htm
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/ghs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/ghs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/fhs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/ghs/
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The new $35 million 243,000 square-foot Glacier High School campus features a commons area, seven science and 
computer labs, performance hall, blackbox theater, and porticos with magnificent views of the surrounding 
mountains.  

GHS students will also have the opportunity to enroll in Advanced Placement classes, a set of rigorous, college-level 
courses taken for both GHS and university credit. Students may choose from a variety of AP course offerings as part 
of their full course load. 

Outside there are four football/soccer fields, two softball fields, and a track practice facility, with tennis courts 
planned in the future. GHS teams will step onto the field as The Wolfpack.  

Flathead High School is the only high school in the state to earn accreditation under the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme and began offering complete coursework in 2004. A challenging and comprehensive, two-year 
college preparatory curriculum for juniors and seniors, the program fosters a global understanding, responsible 
citizenship, and culminates with a diploma recognized for excellence throughout the world. 

FHS was given the highest ranking possible, "Gold," by Expansion Management in 2001 - the only school to be so 
awarded in Montana - placing it in the top 18 percent of high schools nationally. In 2007, it renewed its accreditation 
status with the Northwest Association of Accredited Schools. 

With the addition of Glacier High School, Kalispell will now be represented by two AA sports programs, a challenge 
the schools' coaching staff has welcomed and planned for accordingly. Sports attract broad-based support in the 
community and teams have made the AA playoffs and been nationally ranked for several years. 

Flathead High athletes have won the All Sports Trophy eight times, the symbol of overall excellence in Montana 
sports.  

The speech and debate team has set the regional benchmark for forensic excellence, having won the AA State 
Championship for the fifth year in a row, and eight out of the last nine years. Strong programs in music and drama, 
award-winning vocational agriculture and engineering, and opportunities for students to pursue college credits and 
applied vocational programs through Flathead Valley Community College foster an environment for academic 
excellence. 

The Running Start Program is a partnership between Kalispell's high schools and Flathead Valley Community College 
that allows juniors and seniors to enroll in college classes and earn dual credits. Highly successful, Running Start is a 
unique, affordable program for motivated students to get a jump on their college careers. 

Junior High/Middle Schools 

Kalispell Junior High School will open this fall as Kalispell Middle School for grades six through eight. Driving the class 
reconfiguration was the need to keep freshman students with the rest of the high school student body, while 
transitioning middle school students more effectively into their high school years. 

The building's $11 million expansion was completed for the 2007-2008 school year and includes a new 8,000 square-
foot gym, 24,000 square-foot classroom wing and commons/cafeterium.  

A team concept will be emphasized at the new middle school. Students will combine into teams and be paired with a 
teaching team for their core classes. Sixth graders will stay together during their day, while seventh and eighth 
graders have their own class and lunch schedules. 

http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/ghs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/ghs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/ghs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/ghs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/fhs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/fhs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/ghs/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/fhs/
http://www.fvcc.edu/
http://www.fvcc.edu/
http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/kjhs/kjhs2.htm
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Elementary Schools 

Additionally, there are five private elementary schools and three more with both elementary and high schools. 

The Kalispell Montessori environment focuses on high academic standards with an individualized program catering to 
each child. 

In 1999 the new elementary campus, Kalispell Montessori Center, was built, with a new west wing added in 2005. It 
offers first through sixth grades.  

Woodland Montessori School is a State of Montana fully licensed day care which offers early childhood education 
programs for children ages 27 months through kindergarten. 

St. Matthew's Catholic School, founded in 1917, offers a Christian-based education for kindergarten through eighth 
grade within its parish community. With an average class size of 16 students and student-to-faculty ratio of 11 to 1, 
St. Matthew's offers a child-centered education. 

Stillwater Christian School, founded in 1980, has an enrollment of over 300 students in middle and high school. It also 
offers a Christian-based academic program, is a member of the Montana Christian Athletic Association, is accredited 
by the Association of Christian Schools International and the Northwest Association of Accredited Schools, and 
maintains a local chapter of the National Honor Society. 

Kalispell is also home to more than 550 registered homeschooled children.  

Flathead Valley Community College - Improving lives through lifelong learning.  

FVCC is the fifth largest public college in Montana, and one of the most affordable. It is a source of community pride 
and record-setting enrollment, and retains an exceptional, talented faculty. In fact, 30 percent of them have doctoral 
degrees. The campus serves 10,000 people a year and boasts a student-to-teacher ratio averaging 16 to 1.  Students 
can receive Associate of Science, Associate of Arts and  Associate of Applied Science degrees as well as certificates.  

With 40 occupational programs and more than 30 transfer programs, more than 95 percent of its graduates land jobs 
in Flathead, Lake and Lincoln counties. Over 50 percent of them go on to pursue advanced degrees in their field of 
study. In fact, many four-year and graduate level programs are offered in partnership with Montana state universities 
in Bozeman, Billings and Great Falls.  

Fueled by a decade of growth and new trends in post-secondary education, FVCC completed a $19 million expansion 
project in 2009 and off the Kalispell campus on 209 acres. 

Students moved into the $4 million 25,000 square-foot Occupational Trades Building in 2007. Answering the national 
demand for job-centered education the center features bays for the college's welding, machines and metals, heating, 
air conditioning and refrigeration, electrical and carpentry programs. 

A new agreement with the Montana Department of Labor and Industry allows students' education to count toward 
both apprenticeship work experience and education hours which the state requires for electrician licenses. 
Considered a milestone for the State Labor Department, it is the first partnership between the agency and higher 
education in Montana. 

The $10 million 61,500 square-foot Arts and Technology Building includes an art gallery, plaza, arts courtyard, 
instructional kitchen for the college's culinary arts program, photography darkroom and studio, 200-seat blackbox 
theater, and large community room. 

http://kalmont.com/
http://www.kalmont.com/kmc
http://kalmont.com/woodland/
http://www.stmattsaints.org/
http://www.stmattsaints.org/
http://www.stillwaterchristianschool.org/
http://www.fvcc.edu/
http://www.fvcc.edu/
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The new $1.4 million campus Early Childhood Development Center, with a learning lab and childcare facility for up to 
60 children was dedicated in March 2008.  FVCC students, employees and community members are now able to 
access excellent early childhood programs for their children.  

New programs in nursing, radiologic technology, medical transcription, paramedicine and surgical technology have 
also been added in recent years. This year FVCC also initiated a new practical nursing program. With an emphasis in 
the growing field of geriatric nursing, the program will address the opportunities for licensed practical nurses in long-
term care and assisted living facilities in the Flathead Valley, as well as other transitional care units. 

The Continuing Education Program offers a diverse slate of courses. Along with Kids' College summer class offerings 
for elementary-and middle-school children, the Continuing Ed Program provides the community with life-long 
learning opportunities and cultural enhancement. 

FVCC is fully accredited by the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges. It serves over 10,000 people a year 
through its credit, continuing education, partnerships and four-year degree partnerships including Montana State 
University-Billings, University of Great Falls and University of Montana. It also maintains a satellite campus in the City 
of Libby, 90 miles northwest of Kalispell. 

Cost of Living 

There are a number of cost-of-living calculators available on-line to compare cost of living factors between areas of 

the United States.   

 

http://www.fvcc.edu/
http://www.fvcc.edu/

